The Bermuda Triangle
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THIS LESSON IS AIMED AT STUDENTS WITH AN INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
OF ENGLISH.
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Listeming

Watch the first part of the video one time and answer the questions below.

1. The weather was bad when Flight 19 vanished.
a. True.
b. False.

2. Fourteen aircraft disappeared that day.
a. True.
b. False.

3. Many people think the disappearance of Flight 19 was the greatest of the
Bermuda Triangle mysteries.

a. True.

b. False.

4. The planes were lost during World War 2.
a. True.
b. False.

5. John Cesar knows a lot about the Bermuda Triangle.
a. True.
b. False.

6. The first sign of trouble for Flight 19 was instrument failure.
a. True.
b. False.

7. The TV program will use a boat to retrace the route of Flight 19.
a. True.
b. False.



Watch the video again. This time write in the missing words.

On one fair-weather day at the end of the Second World War, five naval aircraft
a.[ ] fourteen young airmen vanished without a trace.

The disappearance of US Navy Flight 19 captured the public
b.[ ]as the greatest of all Bermuda Triangle mysteries. The scale
of this calamity was made all the c¢.| ] tragic by the losing of so many
men just months after World War two. These are the haunting shots of the crew
of Flight 19. These young men would become d.[ ] of one of
America® greatest mysteries, bringing international e.[ ] to the
myth of the Bermuda Triangle.

Wild and weird legends have developed around Flight 19 since its
disappearance, but, what are the facts? Perhaps no one f.| ] more
about the infamous tragedy than Bermuda Triangle expert, enthusiast and
author John Casar. In terms of the Triangle, | consider myself the person most
informed to write the biography on it, all the mysteries about it. The facts, instead
of the fiction. Instead of the legend. Instead of the hearsay.

Casar has examined all of the known historical g.[ ] about Flight 19,
as well as listening to the first h.[ ] accounts of witnesses from the
time. Official records reveal that instrument failure was the first sign of trouble for
Flight 19. But what i.[ ] happened? If we retrace the steps of the flight,
could we learn anything new?

In an authentic World War 2 Avenger j.[ ] we decide to refly, for
perhaps the first time, the exact planned route of the doomed Flight 19 out over

the waters of the Bermuda Triangle.



Words amd Expressions

Read the sentences below and for the words in bold write in the meaning
from the list a ~ k. The first has been done for you.

[ £] Jim is a train enthusiast. Get him talking about trains and he just won®stop.
[ ]1@ not sure | know the route by car. Can you draw me a map?

[ ] Police are investigating the disappearance of a young woman in the
neighborhood.

[ ] Reports are coming in of a tragic accident involving a school bus falling off a
bridge.

[ ] Witnesses said they saw a bright light in the sky which flew over them at
high speed.

[ ]1It® all hearsay. | won®believe a word of it until | hear what Brian has to say
for himself.

[ ] This is an authentic Picasso. It is worth a lot of money.

[ ] The plane was doomed to crash after its engines failed.

[ ] The victim of the attack is still unconscious, so police have on idea of his
identity.

[ ] There are many historical figures we can call infamous. Stalin, Hitler and
Pol Pot to name a few.

[ ] Mermaids are a myth that came from sailors first sightings of manatees
many hundreds of years ago.

a. To vanish and not reappear or come back.

b. Aterrible and sad event.

c. The person who has been injured, attacked, killed or robbed.

d. A historical story that is not true but may have some slight basis in fact.

e. Somebody famous for doing something bad.

f. Somebody who has one major interest that he loves doing or talking about.
g. Rumor or storytelling.

h. Someone who has seen something important.

i. The real thing.



J. The way to somewhere you want to go.
k. To be finished or face certain defeat or death.

EXPRESSIONS

¥ ... vanish without a trace ... Completely disappear. Examples are;

Many ships have just vanished without a trace in the Bermuda Triangle.
Somebody must have seen my daughter. She couldn® have just vanished
without a trace.

¥ ... capture the public imagination... Something that brings great attention.

For example;

The new Prime Minister® ideas seem to have captured the public imagination.
He is very popular now.

The idea of connecting every home to the internet has caught the public
imagination. It@ a great idea.

¥ ... first hand account ... A report by someone who has actually seen or
witnessed an event. Examples are;

We are going to the scene of the disaster for a first had account from
eyewitnesses.

This is John. He is going to give us his first hand account of the business
opportunities in Japan.

¥ ... re + verb ... This usually means to do the same thing again. Examples

are;

Lets retrace the route she took. Maybe somebody saw her yesterday.

Well, are you just going to give up or are you going to retake the test?



Reading
Read the section below and answer the questions.

The Bermuda Triangle, also known as the Devil's Triangle, is a region of the
northwestern Atlantic Ocean in which a humber of aircraft and ships have disappeared
in circumstances that seem to be very mysterious. Some of these disappearances have
been attributed to the paranormal, or activity by alien beings .
by popular culture. Though a great deal of evidence exists
showing many incidents have been inaccurately reported or
embellished by later authors, and numerous official agencies
have stated the number of disappearances to be
unexceptional by their estimation, many have remained
unexplained despite considerable investigation. Two of the
most famous and puzzling of the incidents are these.

Flight 19 was a training flight of TBM Avenger bombers that

went missing on December 5, 1945 while over the Atlantic.

The impression is given that the flight encountered unusual |

phenomena and strange compass readings, and that the flight took place on a calm day.
Adding to the mystery is that the Navy's report of the accident was described as " Lost
due to causes or reasons unknown."

Secondly, the incident resulting in the single largest loss of life in the history of the U.S.
Navy occurred when ship USS Cyclops, went missing without a trace with a crew of 306
sometime after March 4, 1918, after departing the island of Barbados. Although there is
no strong evidence for any theory, storms, capsizing and enemy activity have all been

suggested as explanations.

1. What is another name for the Bermuda Triangle?

2. What two reasons do most people believe are the causes of the
disappearances?

3. Which two incidents are the most puzzling for investigators?

4. When did Flight 19 go missing?

5. How many people disappeared with the USS Cyclops?



g g
Wiet g
What do you think happened to Flight 119. Explain your theory giving
reasons why the airplanes have never been found.




Tanseript

For this transcript | have highlighted the words and expressions | think are
difficult for this level. Students can look them up in a dictionary or review

the lesson.

On one fair-weather day at the end of the Second World War, five naval aircraft

carrying fourteen young airmen vanished without a trace.

The disappearance of US Navy Flight 19 captured the public imagination as the

greatest of all Bermuda Triangle mysteries. The scale of this calamity was made
all the more tragic by the losing of so many men just months after World War
two. These are the haunting shots of the crew of Flight 19. These young men
would become victims of one of America®@ greatest mysteries, bringing
international attention to the myth of the Bermuda Triangle.

Wild and weird legends have developed around Flight 19 since its
disappearance, but, what are the facts? Perhaps no one knows more about the
infamous tragedy than Bermuda Triangle expert, enthusiast and author John
Casar. In terms of the Triangle, | consider myself the person most informed to
write the biography on it, all the mysteries about it. The facts, instead of the
fiction. Instead of the legend. Instead of the hearsay.

Casar has examined all of the known historical records about Flight 19, as well
as listening to the first hand accounts of withesses from the time. Official

records reveal that instrument failure was the first sign of trouble for Flight 19.
But what really happened? If we retrace the steps of the flight, could we learn

anything new?

In an authentic World War 2 Avenger aircraft we decide to refly, for perhaps the
first time, the exact planned route of the doomed Flight 19 out over the waters

of the Bermuda Triangle.



Bacher Mafes

You can find the answers to the exercises on this page with a few

guidelines for teachers.
VIDEO AND LISTENING

¥  Play the video through once with sound off. Ask the students (in groups) to
write down what they think the video is about and make a note of any words
or expressions they think may appear in the script. Also, what do they think
the narrator is saying? These can be discussed in class and will give the
students a background from which to start the listening section. One
exercise would be to get students to make their own narration for the video.
If necessary, give students practice with the vocabulary and word sections
before showing it.

¥ Play video again with sound on. Students are asked to answer the first set
of questions 1~5.

Answers; b b a b a a b

¥  Listen again to the middle portion of the story. Fill in the gaps with the words
you hear.

Answers; a.carrying b.imagination c.more d.victims e. attention

f. knows g.records h. hand i.really j.aircraft
WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS
¥ As well as the exercise here | might practice the words introduced in this
section by use of short quizzes or vocabulary games. There are many.
Answers; f j a b h g i k ¢c e d

READING

¥ The reading text expands the lesson to include cross culture experiences.
For my own classes, depending on the level, | ask the students to read the



text first without a dictionary. They then answer the questions and then we
will come back to the text and go through it again with the aid of a dictionary
to cover any new words or expressions.

Answers;

1. The Devil’s Triangle.

2. The paranormal or alien beings.

3. Flight 19 and the USS Cyclops.

4. December 5 1945.

5. 306.
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